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Newcomers and Visitors are WELCOME! 
Look inside for interesting articles, church news 

and  updates, mission opportunities, fun activities 
and more! 

 

“As United Methodist Christians, we are called to  
love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously, 

forming disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 

 

Our Church Values 

*Christ Centered; Our thoughts and actions are 
centered on God, Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

*Love; We love our neighbors as ourselves. 

*Integrity; We live to be thankful to God through 
our actions matching our values. 

 

Guest WiFi:  LoveGod1565 

Love God, Follow Jesus, and Pass it On.. 

Love God, Follow Jesus, And  Pass it On 

Articles for the September Newsletters are due by August 15th.. 

Spirit Filled, Mission Driven 

JULY/AUGUST  2026 

VOLUME 17, NO. 7,8 

MCKOWNVILLE  CHURCH  NEWSLETTER 



 
Upcoming Events and 

Important Announcements 

        BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY 

• Sunday, September 20, 2026 
• There will a luncheon after worship service 
• More details to be provided shortly 
• EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN US!! 
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                    NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2026 
 

• Tuesday, August4, 2026 
• Tawasentha Park, Guilderland, NY 
• 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
• An evening of fun and information for everyone! 
• If you would like to help at the church booth, please contact Darcianne Leizer at:ennaicrad@juno.com 

                    ADULT FORUM 

• The Adult Forum plans to restart on Monday, September 14th, at 7:00 pm  
       in the Adult Forum classroom at the left end of the hallway..   
• If you have any questions, please contact Kim Keane or Nancy Rutenber. 
• Everyone is welcome to join us! 

                     SUNDAY SHOOL 

• Have a wonderful summer vacation! 
• Hope to see all of you again on Sunday, September 13th! 
• If you have any questions, Kim Keane can be reached at: 
      keane04@gmail.com 

                             VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

• Coffee volunteers are needed for July 
• If you are interested in helping out, please contact Kelly Visker. 
• She can be reached by text or phone at:  518-312-6396 



 

Upcoming Events and 
Important Announcements 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES 

We are very excited that we now have assisted listening devices in the 
sanctuary that anyone can use.  These devices allow people to better 
hear the service.  Each device has a receiver and a set of headphones.  
Currently located in the back of the sanctuary.  You can pick up a 

receiver from the charging station and a set of headphones from a clean bag. The receivers are already 
programed so you just need to plug the headphones into the receiver and put the headphones on. If you 
have your set own of headphones or earbuds that you prefer, you can use them instead.  At the end of the 
service please use the sanitizing wipes to wipe down the headphones and place them in the basket.  We 
currently have 8 sets and will evaluate in the future if we need more.  If you have questions, please see 
Kelly Visker. 

                                                   COFFEE HOUR 

We are having coffee hour in the back of the sanctuary and this is a great time to 
build fellowship and get to know one another on a more personal level.  Currently 
coffee hour is being run by the different ministry teams at the church, but you can 
help! If you would like to contribute to coffee hour either by making coffee and 
tea or bringing food, please let Kelly Visker know and she can hook you up with 
the team of the month.  You can reach Kelly either at church at (518-456-1148) or 
via text at: (518-312-6396.) 
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“TOP OF THE HILL GANG” 

The “Top-of-the-Hill Gang” welcomes new members. We meet each Friday morning 
10:00am to noon in the rear of the sanctuary. As the name suggests, we tend to be the 
more mature (not “old”) members of the church. There is no formal program, just a 
social time and easy discussion of whatever topic happens to come up. There are no 
strict requirements, but it is easier to attend if you are retired. Most current members 
are genuine geriatrics, and we wish to enlist some younger persons. If this palpitates 
your heart, give us a try.  We meet every Friday morning from 10:00am to noon. If 
you have questions, speak with Barbara or Paul Cullen, Nancy or Steve Clarke, 
Dorothy Ellinwood, Nan Pullen, or Henry Walter. 



 
 

From the Desk of Pastor Jeff... 

"What Rising Up Looks Like"  

This morning, as I was making my way through my emails,  a daily reflection on           
1 Peter 3:16 caught my attention. 

The timing couldn't have been better. This past week, our church partnered with     
Family Promise of the Capital Region and hosted our first family. As I watched it all   
unfold, I found myself deeply moved. 

I watched volunteers transform a simple room in 
the church into a safe and welcoming space for a 
family seeking stable housing. I saw others      
prepare meals, making sure there was food on  
the table and hospitality in every detail. I watched 
members spend the night on cots in nearby 
rooms, simply to be available if the family needed 
anything. 

None of it was dramatic. No headlines. No social media campaigns. No grand   
speeches. Just ordinary people quietly loving their neighbors. 

And as I reflected on those acts of kindness, I couldn't help but think about how easy   
it is to become overwhelmed by the suffering around us. We live in a world filled with 
conflict, outrage, injustice, and endless noise. We can find ourselves complaining 
about what's wrong, arguing about who is to blame, or becoming numb to needs that 
seem too large to address. 

Yet there, in our church building, I was reminded of something important: Love still 
matters. Showing up still matters. Presence still  matters. Kindness still matters. 

The devotional quoted 1 Peter 3:16, reminding believers to respond with gentleness, 
respect, and quiet integrity. In a culture increasingly defined by anger, panic, and      
division, protecting our inner peace and responding with grace can feel like a radical 
act. 
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From the Desk of Pastor Jeff... 

When our hearts are centered on Christ, we no longer have to fear what the world 
fears. Defending our faith does not require winning arguments or shouting louder 
than everyone else. Sometimes the strongest witness is simply a life lived with com-
passion, consistency, and hope. 

That message echoed what Bishop Héctor Burgos-Núñez shared during the United 
Methodists of Upper New York Annual Conference in Syracuse. His challenge was 
simple but powerful: 

Rise Up! Love Boldly!  Go deeper in your love for Christ. Widen your love for your 
neighbors. Step forward with courage and connection. 

As I watched volunteers from our church, Pine Grove UMC. Voorheesville UNC. and 
Family Promise, welcome a family this week, I realized that this is exactly what lov-
ing boldly looks like. It is preparing a meal. Making a bed. Spending a night on a cot.      
Offering a smile. Creating a place where someone can feel safe. 

In a world filled with hostility and noise, these quiet acts of love become a powerful   
witness. 

The family we hosted may never know the impact they had on us. But they remind-
ed me that hope is not found in winning every argument or solving every problem. 
Hope  is found in showing up, trusting God, and loving the person right in front of us. 

Whenever the noise of the world becomes overwhelming, may we remember that  
people are watching for light. They are looking for hope. They are longing for       
kindness. 

May we stay grounded in Jesus. May we keep walking in love. And may we continue 
to Rise Up and Love Boldly. 

 

With you on the journey, 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeff 
 
 

(Update) This family has found housing and resources to move in in mid July) 
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From the Desk of Dom Perfetti... 

Recreation and Re-Creation 

 

 The warm summer days are finally here again after a very loooong winter.  It’s time for 

some fun and recreation.  Whether we’re taking a vacation with the family, with friends, heading 

to the beach, or perhaps enjoying some quiet time at home, we can all use some rest and relax-

ation. Time to break away from our exhausting and draining routines.  

 Recreation stems from “re-creation,” meaning “restoration”, or “making anew.” Don’t we 

all need this every now and then??  Not only is recreation 

helpful to restore our physical energy, but also has signifi-

cant benefits to our mental, emotional and social health.  

We’ve all had those times when we start to feel those mi-

nor little irritations building up and weighing on our 

nerves.  These are the times when we know we need a 

break and a little “re-creation.”  Have you ever returned 

from a vacation or a long weekend with a fresh outlook, 

wondering why just a week ago those little nuisances that seemed so annoying are no longer 

bothersome?   That’s a good sign that you had some time to refresh and renew. 

 Similarly in our spiritual lives, we all need to take time for re-creation.  We can be so 

weighed down by our worldly demands that our spiritual lives suffer and we can become distant 

from our Lord.  Taking time to reconnect with Jesus on a daily basis is crucial in keeping us 

continually grounded in His presence.  We don’t need to take weeks off from work or even wait 

for a weekend.  Re-creating ourselves in Jesus sometimes requires only a brief, quiet moment 

to pause, pray and ask Him to bring His peace to us, ease our burdens, and guide us along His 

path .  He is always there to help us grow, guide us, protect us and fill our hearts with the peace 

that only He can provide. 

As we plan our recreational activities for the summer months, let’s always 

remember to plan our re-creational activities with Jesus first in mind.  He 

can provide us with the spiritual renewal we need to face whatever comes 

our way.    

Dear Lord we pray – We get tired, we get run down and sometimes are 

spiritual “tanks” are near empty.  We need You in our lives to help us re-

create ourselves, refresh our hearts and minds, and renew our spirits with Your never-ending 

supply of love, peace and forgiveness. 
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Welcome everyone!  I wish all of you a Happy July 4th and 250TH ANNIVERSARY of USA! 
 
Let us give praise and thanks to God for all the 250 years of blessings for our nation, USA.  
Let us also give thanks and honor to all the presidents, vice presidents, and all the men and 
women who served and are currently serving to bring peace, joy, and blessing to all of us.  Let us 
always remember those who served and are serving for the nation for peace and safety. 
 
In the gospel of (John 4:1-42), the scripture says that the Lord Jesus was passing through Sa-

maria with his disciples.  He was tired from the long walk and sat be-
side Jacob's well (Genesis 33:18-19.)  He was alone at that time be-
cause the disciples had gone to the village to buy some food (John 
4:8.)   A Samaritan woman came to draw water with the water jar.  She 
was a member of hated in the communities.  She was living with a 
man but not married.  Jesus asked her, "Please give me a 
drink." (John 4:6)  The woman was surprised and said, "You are a Jew 
and I am a Samaritan woman.  Why are you asking me for a drink?” 

 
The Smartian woman was ignoring Jesus’ identity.  Jesus replied, "I would give you living water." 
The Samaritan woman says, "Sir, you don't have a rope or a bucket.  How can you offer better 
water?  Give me this water then I'll never be thirsty again."  The Lord Jesus told her, "Go and get 
your husband."  Again she said the truth that she didn't have a husband.  The woman  
responds on a literal level like Nicodemus (John 3:4).  The Lord Jesus’ ability to see and know all 
things as in the story of Nathaneal (John 1:48-50).  Jesus is not concerned with judging the  
woman and her history.  The woman still thought that Jesus was talking about some miraculous 
spring water.  She thought that Jesus would make her life easy if she received the water that  
Jesus offered and she need not come to the well to get the water.  Maybe if she came to the well 
during the morning, the village people may look at her very bad manners or gossip about her life. 
 
The Samaritan woman also said to Jesus, "I know the Messiah is coming - the one who is called, 
Christ.  When He comes, He will explain everything to us." (John 4:25).  Then Jesus replied," I 
AM the Messiah." (John 4:26).  When the Lord Jesus speaks this way, He is making a direct  
connection with the divine name, I AM WHO I AM."  He is identifying Himself visible to the  
Samaritan woman.  The woman left her jar beside the well and ran back to the village telling  
everyone, "Come and see a man who told me everything I ever I did!  Could he possibly be the 
Messiah?" (John 4:28).  Jesus knew that once she recognized Him as the Messiah, her life would 
change.  She would transform into a person refreshed with the living water.  The village people 
came to the place where Jesus was and welcomed Him and requested to stay with them.  
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In the Old Testament (Genesis 12:3), "salvation comes through Jews.”  God had promised that 
through the Jewish people the whole world finds salvation.  The Samaritan woman, at the well, may 
have known of this passage and had been expecting the Messiah; but, she didn't realize that she 
was talking with Him.  But her honesty in telling the truth and her faith in the Messiah made her as a 
Gospel messenger to her village.  The nourishment Jesus was speaking to the Samaritan woman 
was about the spiritual nourishment.  These scriptures included our bible study, prayer, and the op-
portunities to introduce the gospel to others of the new life Jesus offered.  Amen.   
 

Let us bow our heads and pray, 
Dear Lord Jesus, we offer many thanks for the blessings for our nation, America.  
Pour your living water on our nation to fill it with peace, joy and prosperity.  We 
submit ourselves and our families into thy holy hands.  Guide and lead us to fol-
low you with our faith and prayers.  May your presence be with us day and night.  
We ask you in the precious name of your name.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
              Olive Ezekiel      
     Minister For Healing 
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There have been various families with multiple generations involved with the Methodist church at 

McKownville.  Some previously described include the Abrams family (June 2026 newsletter) and 

the Ida Strope & George Manville family (June 2025).  Below are some more long-term families.  

ALLANSON/Barre/Leizer family -  Ethel Allanson (Mrs. James Allanson) was a member of 

the McKownville church and died November 1969.  When the Sunshine Class organized in March 

1928 at the Allanson home, Ethel’s daughter Susan Allanson was one of its new young mem-

bers. Siblings Ruth (Rowe), Jeanne (Regan), as well as Susan in the mid-1940’s were members 

of the church choir. Susan married 1
st
 William Priesser and 

had a daughter Marion.  (See later.) 

Susan Allanson Preisser then married Gerald (Jerry) Barre. 

Their children were Alan (who joined in 1962), Ric (who 

joined in 1961), and Kevin.   
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McKownville Families Faithful Over 

Pictures above – 1966 
Pictures below - 2000 

Richard married Carol who 

joined in 1991.  Ric + Carol’s 

daughter Caithin Barre joined in 

2001 via confirmation.   

Marion Jeanne Preisser was the daughter of Su-

san Allanson & William Preisser.  Marion joined 

the church in 1948 as a confirmand and married 

in 1962 Ralph Leizer (member elsewhere). She 

held various positions at McKownville and chaired 

various projects, such as helping in the 2016 

church bicentennial, and being a long-time choir 

member.  Pictures are left 1990 and right 2016. 



Marion & Ralph Leizer’s children are Darrin, Wendy, and Darcianne. Darrin married Angela 

Weatherup who joined in 1979.  They later went to another church.  Wendy joined in 1980 and in 

1993 married James Liotta.  Darcianne Leizer joined in 1984 and remains an 

active member.   

 

Ralph died in 2022 and Marion died in 2025.  These   

pictures of Darci, Ralph & Marion are 2009. 

 

 

 

ACKER/Stott family - Florence Marie Acker (Mrs. Harold Acker) joined 

the church in 1931 and died in March 1983. A stained glass window was 

dedicated March 3, 1985 in memory of Florence Marie Acker and her son 

Arthur Chester Acker who had died when four years old. Other children of 

Florence Marie Acker who lived to become long-term McKownville mem-

bers were Connie Stott, Debbie Cole (children Lynnette & Chrystal), and 

Florence Finks (children Nannette & Erie). Siblings Kenneth Acker & Christina Catalfamo were 

also members. 

Constance (Connie) Acker (who joined in 1950) married 

George Stott (who joined in 1965).  Connie was a long-time 

Sunday-School secretary.  Their children are Harold, James, 

Patricia, and Amy Beth.   

These pictures are left 1966 and right 2000. 

James Arthur Stott joined in 1982 and married Angela D’Ambrosio 

(daughter of members Frank & Evalyn A. D’Ambrosio & granddaughter of 

Benjamin & Vera Acome).  Angela joined in 1985. James has been a long-

term trustee and for awhile taught the high school class.  Together, James & 

Angela led youth programming for twenty-five years and currently are active 

in broadcasting the services. Their children are Arthur Stott & Dakota Stott 

Dunn. (Arthur joined in 2014; Dakota joined in 2016 and is now a youth  

minister.)   

 

 
Patricia (Tricia) joined in 1984.  She currently heads the 
tellers and is treasurer of the memorial and gifts committee 
Tricia’s picture is from 2000.  
 
Amy Beth joined 1985. Her children are: Stephanie (joined 
2010), Adrianna (joined 2014), and Patrick  (joined 2017). 
Their picture right is from 2011.  
 

Connie Stott died in 2021 and George Stott died 2026. 
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Picture from2009 



How about going to Skye Farm Camp in the Adirondacks for a week? Located on 400+ acres of woods and 
on a lake, it is ideal for swimming, boating, hiking, and many other fun activities. There are camps for ages 
3 – 17 and even for adults! 
 
At an Adventure camp, you can swim, try out a corcl tube, canoe, kayak, experience a rope course, or ex-
plore camp on a new-fangled diggler scooter. Or perhaps creativity or artist camp is more your style.  En-
joy creating through improv, skits, plays, dance, art, photography, or music. Skye farm also has a Hook, 
Line and Sinker camp, a Rocks, Ropes and River camp, a Games camp, a Night Owl camp, and other spe-
cialty camps.  These are all one-week camps, for ages 6 through young adult, with sessions in July and Au-
gust. 
 
No matter what camp you choose, you will make new friends, sing songs, play games, have campfires and 
eat smores.  However, what makes the Skye Farm experience unique is that it is a United Methodist Chris-
tian camp. This means campers have opportunities to grow in their faith and build lifelong connections 
through living out Christian values, reading the bible, and prayer.  Short daily morning chapel services and 
singing grace at every meal is also part of everyday camp life. 
 
To learn more about all the Skye Farm camps and programs, visit the Skye Farm Camp web page at:  
https://skyefarmcamp.org/ where there is also information about schedules, registration, costs, direc-
tions, and contact info. Camper scholarships are also available from McKownville UMC and Skye Farm 
For an application, contact the church office or Pastor Jeff. Have more questions? Contact Paul Krekeler  
at 518-456-6785.  
 
 

 

Summer is Coming!  

Looking for Something Fun to do this Summer? 
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https://skyefarmcamp.org/


Local Mission Opportunities 

 

Food Donations for the Guilderland Food Pantry  
 

 Condiments: 
      Ketchup, Mustard, and Mayonnaise 
 Please make sure to check the expiration dates 
 Thank you for your support!! 
 

Magazine Donations to Albany Medical Center 
 

 
      Magazines are for the patients entertainment and enjoyment 
while  
      in the hospital. 

MISSION AND OUTREACH CORNER 
 “Do all the good you can, by all means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 

can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 

 

All items can be left in the mission corner in the back of the sanctuary 
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Acceptable & Unacceptable Food Pantry Guidelines 
  

• Acceptable Items: 
Non-perishable foods which include, but are not limited to:  

 Canned Meat, Fish 
 Vegetables, & Fruit 
 Beans 
 Pasta, Rice, Mac & Cheese 
 Peanut Butter, Jelly 
 Cereal, Oatmeal 
 Pancake Mix, Muffin Mix 
 Spaghetti Sauce 
 Stuffing 
 Juice 
 Nuts 
 Soup• Seasonal homegrown garden vegetables and fruit 
  

We also accept Pet Food donations!! 
 

• Unacceptable Items: 
Any items with a Use By or Best By date that has expired * 
 Home-made food and baked goods 
 Items in glass containers 
 Vitamins 
 Medicine (such as OTC cough syrup, cough drops, Tylenol, etc.) 
 Alcoholic beverages 
 Bulk items (such as a 5 lb. bag of rice) 
 Items that have been previously opened and/or damaged 

 
* All donated items are verified by pantry staff to confirm expiration dates before being placed 
on shelves for giving. Items that have expired must be thrown in the trash and are extra work  
for volunteers. Please help us by checking “Best By / Use By” dates before donating to the pantry. 
  

MISSION AND OUTREACH CORNER 
 “Do all the good you can, by all means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 

can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm-8:30 pm 
(Meet Upstairs) 

 
GA Group 

7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

2 
Boy Scouts 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30pm 

 
AA Meeting 

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 

3 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:00 pm 

 
 

4 
AA Meetings 

6:300 am—10:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning.) 
 

NA ABCD Board Meeting 
10:30 am– 11:30 am 

 

5 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
Visuals Team 

2:30 pm—3:30 pm 
(As needed) 

 
GA Meeting 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm 
 
 

6 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm-8:00 pm 

 
 

7 
Living Resources 

10:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm—6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
 

8 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

(Meet Upstairs) 
 

GA Group 
7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
 

9 
Boy Scouts 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30pm 

  
AA Meeting 

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 

10 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

11 
AA Meetings 

6:30 am—10:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning.) 
 
 

12 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
GA Meeting 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm 
 
 

13 
Cub Scouts 

5:30pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

14 
Living Resources 

10:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm–6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
Finance Team 

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
 
 

15 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

(Meet Upstairs) 
 

GA Group 
7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 

16 
Sewing Guild (GSG) 
12:30 pm—3:30 pm 

 
Faith Journey Group 

6:30 pm—8:00 pm 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:00 pm—8:30 pm 

 
Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 

17 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
 

18 
AA Meetings 

6:30 am—10:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning 
 

19 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
GA Meeting 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

20 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

21 
Living Resources 

10:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm– 6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
Leadership Council 

7:00pm-8:00 pm) 
(Meet Quarterly) 

 
 

22 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

(Meet Upstairs) 
 

GA Group 
7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 

23 
Boy Scouts 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Outreach Team 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

24 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

Women Together 
1:30 pm-3:00pm 

 
The Happy Hour Hour 

(Part of AA) 
5:00 pm—7:00 pm 

 
NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

25 
AA Meetings 

6:30 am—10:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning 
 

26 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
Trustees Team 

After the Service 
 

GA Meeting 
6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

 

27 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

28 
Living Resources 

10:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm– 6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
Worship Team 

7:00pm-8:00 pm) 

29 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm8:30 pm 
(Meet Upstairs) 

 
GA Group 

7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

30 
Boy Scouts 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Altamont Sobriety 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 
 

31 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
 
 

 
JULY  2026 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
AA Meetings 

8:00 am—9:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning.) 
 

NA ABCD Board Meeting 
10:30 am– 11:30 am 

 

2 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
Visuals Team 

2:30 pm—3:30 pm 
(As needed) 

 
GA Meeting 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 
 

3 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm-8:00 pm 

 
 

4 
Living Resources 

9:300 am—3:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm—6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
 
 

5 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

(Meet Upstairs) 
 

GA Group 
7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
 

6 
Boy Scouts 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

  
 

7 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

8 
AA Meetings 

8:00 am—9:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning.) 
 
 

9 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
GA Meeting 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 
 

10 
Cub Scouts 

5:30pm—8:30pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

11 
Living Resources 

9:30 am—3:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm– 6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
 
 
 

12 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30pm 
(Meet Upstairs) 

 
GA Group 

7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 

13 
 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:00 pm—8:30 pm 

 
Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
 

14 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
 

15 
AA Meetings 

8:00 am—9:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning 
 

16 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
Trustees Team 

After Worship Service 
 

GA Meeting 
6:00 pm—8:30 pm 

17 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

18 
Living Resources 

9:30 am—3:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm– 6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
Leadership Council 

7:00pm-8:00 pm) 
(Meet Quarterly) 

19 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

(Meet Upstairs) 
 

GA Group 
7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 

20 
Sewing Guild (GSG) 
1:00 pm—3:00 pm 

 
Faith Journey Group 

6:30 pm—8:00 pm 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:00 pm—8:30 pm 

 
Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
 

21 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

The Happy Hour Hour 
(Part of AA) 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

22 
AA Meetings 

8:00 am—9:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning 
 

23 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
Trustees Team 

After the Service 
 

GA Meeting 
6:00 pm—8:30 pm 

 

24 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

25 
Living Resources 

9:30 am—3:00 pm 
 

Al-Anon 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm 

 
AA Meeting 

4:30 pm– 6:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

 
Worship Team 

7:00pm-8:00 pm) 
(Meet Quarterly) 

 

26 
Living Resources 

10:00 pm—2:00 pm 
 

NA Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

(Meet Upstairs) 
 

GA Group 
7:30 pm—8:30 pm 
(Meet Downstairs) 

27 
Boy Scouts 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Altamont Sobriety 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

 
Outreach Team 

7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

28 
Top of the Hill 

10:00 am—11:30 am 
 

Women Together 
1:30 pm-3:00pm 

 
The Happy Hour Hour 

(Part of AA) 
5:00 pm—7:00 pm 

 
NA: Serenity Group 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 

29 
AA Meetings 

8:00 am—9:00 am 
(Two separate groups meet in 

the morning 

30 
Worship Service 

10:00 am in the church and 
on Facebook 

 
GA Meeting 

6:00 pm—8:30 pm 

31 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm—8:30 pm 
 

Adult Forum 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 
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DATES WORSHIP LEADERS 

July 5 
(July 4th Weekend) 

Nancy Rutenber 

July 12 Noreen VanDoren 

July 19 Kim Keane 

July 26 Monte Waters 

Currently there is no bulletin.  If you are not on the distribution list for the emailed worship service outline, I (or 
some else) will forward it to you. 
 
If you find your date inconvenient, please attempt to switch with someone else and then let the church know  
(518-456-1148 or email mckownumc@verizon.net) as well as myself (518-456-0412 or email at: 
nancy_e_rutenber@yahoo.com.   
  
As Worship Leaders, you help set the tone that prepares the congregation for worship.  Worship leader notes with 
service guidelines are in the attached document. (If you cannot open, let me know.)  
 
One copy of the Worship Leader Reference is kept in the pulpit/lectern.  The pastor or guest speaker can inform 
you if there are any changes.   
   
Aids to being Worship Leader: 
Service outline and scripture: Look at a copy or email of the worship outline to familiarize yourself with the service 
for which you will be Lay Worship Leader.  This includes the church policy about wearing masks.  
 
Be early and get ready: On Sunday, please arrive at the church fifteen minutes prior to the service for which you 
are serving and check up front.  
  
The microphone will be turned on; if you are tall or short, you may need to move it closer to your mouth.  The visu-
als team started a 5-minute timer on the monitors to help get the services started on time.  The worship leader 
can begin the greetings to the congregation after the timer counts down to zero and the organist/pianist is seated. 
In the fall, the Pastor may start handling this and announcements again.  
 
Remember that worship is to God.  Thank you for helping the congregants worship. 
 
Nancy Rutenber, Worship Leader Coordinator  
"May your life sing." - NR 

Please Note… 

Lay Worship Leader Coordinator:  Nancy Rutenber at (518) 456-0412 
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DATES WORSHIP LEADERS 

August 2 Ashley Weil 

August 9 Lelaina Beauregard 

August 16 Pat Beauregard 

August 23  

August 30 Pamela Foeslch 

Currently there is no bulletin.  If you are not on the distribution list for the emailed worship service outline, I (or 
some else) will forward it to you. 
 
If you find your date inconvenient, please attempt to switch with someone else and then let the church know  
(518-456-1148 or email mckownumc@verizon.net) as well as myself (518-456-0412 or email at: 
nancy_e_rutenber@yahoo.com.   
  
As Worship Leaders, you help set the tone that prepares the congregation for worship.  Worship leader notes with 
service guidelines are in the attached document. (If you cannot open, let me know.)  
 
One copy of the Worship Leader Reference is kept in the pulpit/lectern.  The pastor or guest speaker can inform 
you if there are any changes.   
   
Aids to being Worship Leader: 
Service outline and scripture: Look at a copy or email of the worship outline to familiarize yourself with the service 
for which you will be Lay Worship Leader.  This includes the church policy about wearing masks.  
 
Be early and get ready: On Sunday, please arrive at the church fifteen minutes prior to the service for which you 
are serving and check up front.  
  
The microphone will be turned on; if you are tall or short, you may need to move it closer to your mouth.  The visu-
als team started a 5-minute timer on the monitors to help get the services started on time.  The worship leader 
can begin the greetings to the congregation after the timer counts down to zero and the organist/pianist is seated. 
In the fall, the Pastor may start handling this and announcements again.  
 
Remember that worship is to God.  Thank you for helping the congregants worship. 
 
Nancy Rutenber, Worship Leader Coordinator  
"May your life sing." - NR 

Please Note… 

Lay Worship Leader Coordinator:  Nancy Rutenber at (518) 456-0412 
 

 

AUGUST  DUTIES 

       Volume 17  Nos 7,8                   McKownville Church News                       Page 17 

mailto:mckownumc@verizon.net
mailto:nancy_e_rutenber@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

July 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

July 

ANNIVERSARIES 

July 

BIRTHDAYs  
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20 Pat & Christy Beauregard 1 Linda Faulkner 

2 Jack Steffens 

2 Stephanie DeVall 

2 Vicki Lockman 

8 Ashley Visker 

10 Rowan Spencer 

10 James Stott 

15 Melissa J. Landon 

17 Ayako Kubo 

18 Kimberly Janeczko 

20 Arthur Bender 

22 Robert Bates 

23 Grant Visker 



 

 

 

 

august 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

august 

ANNIVERSARIES 

august 

BIRTHDAYs  

 

       Volume 17  Nos 7,8                 McKownville Church News                  Page 19 

9 Doug & Patricia Arnott 

15 Matthew & Colleen O'Brien 

24 Mike & Kim Keane 

31 Brian & Denise Reed 

2 Sarah Hunt 

8 Michael Ware 

10 Christina Beauregard 

12 Jessica VanDoren 

16 Hills Alfred 

27 Kyra-Ann Bates 

29 Sherie Braun 



 

 

  Finance Team   Second Tuesday at 5:30 pm 
  Leadership     Third Tuesday at 7:00 pm 
  Mission/Outreach Team  Fourth Thursday at 7:00 pm 
  Faith Journey Group  First Wednesday at 6:30 pm 
  Trustees Team   Fourth Sunday after Worship Service 
  Worship Team   Fourth Tuesday at 7:00 pm 
 

 Please Note the Following 
(Some of our monthly church meetings are being held using ZOOM) 

• Sunday worship services are held at 10:00 am. 

• The first Sunday of every month is Communion Sunday. 

• Everyone is welcome to worship with us in person, or watch the service on 
Facebook or YouTube. 

mONTHLY  team  meetiNG 
schedule 
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We will continue to broadcast worship live on Facebook for you to participate from the comfort and safety 
of your own home.  Follow these instructions for watching worship – even if you do not have a Facebook 
account!  Facebook will keep the recording of the livestream posted so that you can watch anytime and 
share as you wish even if you cannot join us on Sundays at 10:00 am.  Worship is also posted on YouTube 
if you have trouble viewing on  
Facebook (but it is posted after live stream has ended). 
 

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO FIND 
THE SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ON FACEBOOK 

 
Step 1: Go to McKownville UMC’s website at:  http//www.mckownvillechurch.com 
Step 2: On the bottom of the home page you will see the following Facebook link: 
            Watch sermons live here! 
Step 3: Click on the word here!  
 Step 4: Once you are on our Facebook page, scroll down and click on the most recent video on the page.         
  (see orange arrow)  

**Please note: You do not need to log in or create an account to view the live steam. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 5: Enjoy the Worship service. 
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1565 Western Avenue 
Albany, New York 12203-4222 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

CONTACT: 
 
Phone: (518) 456-1148 
E-mail: mckownumc@verizon.net 
 
Website: www.McKownvilleChurch.com 
 
Facebook: Facebook.com/McKownvilleChurch 
 
The Rev. Jeff Landon, Pastor 
E-mail: disciplemaker56@gmail.com 
Phone:  (765) 652-0265 
 
Office Hours:  
Monday—Friday:  9:30 am to 1:30pm 
Christine Gould, Church Secretary 

 

2 stamps 

Ministry and Team Leaders of  the McKownville United Methodist Church 

Board of Trustees: 

 

Chair & Sexton Liaison: James Stott 
 
Vice-Chair & Furnishings, 
Building Use Coordinators: Kelly Visker 
    Nancy Rhodes 
 
Leases & Legal Affairs:   Noreen  
    VanDoren 
 
Grounds & Planned 
Maintenance:     Tom Myers 
 
Insurance:   Nancy Pullen 
 
Furniture:   Kelly Visker 

Staff/Parish Relations:  Pat Beauregard, Nancy  

    Rutenber, Chris Spencer, 

    Mike Keane, & Clisman  

     Jimenez  (with Jeff Landon 

                 also usually attending) 

 

Finance: Team Leader:  Ashley Weil 

  Treasurer & Payroll: Tim Pierce 

  Finance Secretary: Tom Myers 

 

Member to Conference:   Vacant  

 

Worship:  Jeff Landon, Team Leader 

 

Evangelism through Outreach:  Darcianne Leizer,  

                                                     Team Leader 

 

Christian Education:  Kim Keane, Team Leader 

 

Memorials & Gifts:  Nancy Pullen, Team Leader 

Senior Ministries:  Darcianne Leizer, Team Leader 

 

Visuals Team:  Paul Krekeler, Thomas Myers, 

   Ayako Kubo, Clissman    

   & Kiti McClements 

Ministry Teams: 

Leadership Council:  Paul Krekeler, Team Leader 

 

(continued in next column) 


