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McKownville  

C h u r c h   N e w s   

Articles for the  

May  

Newsletter are  

due by  

April 15th.                   

Spirit Filled, Mission Driven 

Newcomers and Visitors: 
WELCOME! 

 
Look inside for interesting  
articles, church news and  
updates, youth events,  
mission opportunities, fun  
activities and more! 

Inside:  

https://www.facebook.com/McKownvilleChurch/              https://twitter.com/MckownvilleUMC 

Dates to Remember!  

Palm Sunday 
April 9th-Normal Service Times 

 
Holy Thursday Service 
April 13th -  7:30 pm 
Nancy Pullen 

 
Good Friday Service 
April 14th - 7:30 pm 
Alan Rhodes 

 
Easter Services 

April 16th-Normal Service Times 
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A Harvard University study concludes that the more youôre involved in the long-term plan, the more 
successful you can be. So if you want your life to be successful, focus on the long-term plan, not on 
the short-term plan. If you focus on today, here and now, the possibility of success will go down. So 
their advice is that we need a clear long-term picture or plan. By the same token, we need a clear 
vision for our church.  
 
Jesus was the ultimate vision caster. Let me show you some of the visionary statements made by 
Jesus. ñLook around and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.ò ñIf you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you can move this mountain.ò ñGo and make disciples of all nations.ò And in like 
manner John Wesley the founder of our Methodist Church said, ñThe World is my parish.ò 
  
What kind of vision do we have for our church? Itôs a mosaic 
of Jesus. A Mosaic church is the vision that God has given 
to us, I believe. I shared this image a couple of years ago 
but stopped talking about it for almost two years. Now I am 
willing to bring this image back to our attention. Over the last 
couple of weeks I have prayed for the vision and direction of 
our church, this image came back to me again and again. I 
believe, both as a pastor and a person in faith journey, this 
is the vision God gives us to our church.  
  
This is biblically sound and contextually appealing. There 
are many biblical sources supporting this image for us. Here 
are some of many examples. Jesus prayed for us to become 
one, ñI ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of 
those who will believe in me through their word, that they 
may all be one. As you, Father, are in my and I am in you, 
may they believe that you have sent me.ò (John 17: 20-21). 
Paul wrote in his letter to the Christians in Galatia, ñé for  in 
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faithé
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abrahamôs offspring, hairs according to the prom-
iseò (Galatians 3:26-29). And we gather together in the 
name of Jesus Christ, relying on his promise, ñWhere two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
themò (Matthew 18:20). 
 
A mosaic is a design or decoration made up of small pieces of colored material. In a mosaic, no 
piece is outstanding or dominating, but instead working together and making a beautiful picture  
together. In the church, as a mosaic, everybody is special, everybody is unique, and everybody is 
needed. Differences are accepted; diversities are cherished. Generational, age, gender, racial,  
ethnic, cultural, and political differences and diversities are gathered here. All the pieces are  
making harmony and one picture and together we are making a church. This is our vision.  

 
By Charlie Yang 
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One of the most comforting thoughts is knowing that someone is ñthere for youò.  Maybe itôs a friend, your 
spouse, a parent or perhaps a teacher or someone you work with?  Through the good times and bad, itôs 
reassuring to know that someone who cares about you is nearby, many times offering the encouragement 
we need just by their presence, without even saying a word.    

As I look back on my earlier years, I realize how fortunate I was to have my dad.  He was a dad that was 
there for me through thick and thin.  Pee wee football game on Sunday morning?  Dad was there.   
Wrestling match on Wednesday night, when he worked the afternoon shift?  He found a way to make it.  
Christmas choir at the middle school?  Dad was there.  And yes, through the troublesome times as well.  
Got sent to the principal?  Dad would field the call.  Trouble in the dorms at college?  Not a pleasant 
phone call, but I knew I could count on him to help.  

Dad is no longer with me in the physical sense, but he is sure there spiritually.  In fact, thereôs times when 
I think Iôm asking for more advice from him now than I did while he was here. 

When we look for someone to be in our corner, what an opportunity Lent gives us to reflect on the One 
who never leaves our side.  Going far beyond what any human could do, Jesus came into the world to 
save us, to forgive us, to be there for us in every circumstance, every day.  When we think about the 
meaning of Lent and continue to prepare during the 40 days leading up to Jesusô resurrection, all we need 
to do is look toward the Cross to know that Jesus is there, for us. 

Jesus, in His human body, sacrificed His life so we could live.  He did for us what no one else could do, or 
will ever do.  As He walked toward his brutal Crucifixion, He knew exactly what He was doing and why.  
He endured the physical pain for our sins, so we could be forgiven and live our eternal lives with Him.    

Lent is a time of deep reflection, and Easter is a time of celebration.  We all look for someone in our lives  
  to be there for us, and weôre always thankful to when they are there for us.  Letôs remem- 
  ber, as Christians, that Jesusô crucifixion is proof that He was there, is there and will be  
   there for us, for eternity.  Putting our Faith in the Lord guarantees His presence in 
   our lives, today and every day.  His empty tomb on that first Easter Sunday re 
   moved any doubt from the minds of His followers then, and remains the founda- 
   tion of our Faith today.  

  Yes, we do enjoy the comfort and confidence know that thereôs someone there for us, and 
  every Lenten Season, we remember, as we look at the Cross, that Jesus is there for us,  
   through every challenge we face.  God our Father raised Jesus up - and Jesus  
   will never let us down.   

 

    Looking for Someone to be there for you??  Look to the Cross.   
    Jesus is there éfor you!! 

 

        Have a wonderful Easter  
         Celebration, 

            Dom Perfetti 
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Journey Through Holy Week 

Palm Sunday 

 
Palm Sunday (also known as Palm Sunday of the 
Lordôs Passion), the last Sunday in the Lenten 
Season, commemorates Jesusô triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem preceding his crucifixion. As he 
entered, the people of Jerusalem recognized  

Jesus as their long-awaited messiah king, waving 
palms and shouting ñHosanna to the Son of  
David; Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord!ò What would it have been like to walk in 
the midst of the crowd, celebrating the new king?  

Holy Thursday 
 

Holy or Maundy Thursday (from the Latin ñDias 
Mandatum,ò meaning ñthe day of the new  
commandmentò) is a celebration of the last  

supper that Jesus took with his disciples, family, 
and friends. It was during this traditional  

Passover meal that Jesus initiated the Christian 
sacrament of the Eucharist, also known as the 
Lord's Supper or Holy Communion. What would 
it have been like to sit around the table, receiving 

the bread and wine from Jesusô hands?  

Good Friday 

 
Good Friday (from the German ñGute Freitag,ò 
meaning ñgood, holy, or Godôs Fridayò) is per-
haps the most solemn and profound day of Holy 
Week. This day commemorates the crucifixion of 
Jesus as the pinnacle of the week, experienced 
with great humility and reverence. One of the old-
est traditions of this day is the Veneration of the 
Cross, where the faithful honor a wooden cross 
with ritual acts of devotion. What would it have 
been like to kneel at the foot of the cross, facing 
the suffering and death of a beloved friend?  

Easter Sunday 

 
Easter Sunday follows Holy Week, the end of the 
season of Lent. Easter (also called the ñPaschaò) 
is the traditional feast celebrating Jesusô  
resurrection from the dead and begins the  
fifty-day season of the church year called  
Eastertide. Easter is a time of great joy and  

miraculous wonder as we celebrate the presence 
of the risen Lord in our lives. What would it have 
been like to stand with the risen Lord that first 
Easter morning, experiencing the joy of a new 

way of life?  

Holy Week is the time that we, as the church, commemorate, reflect upon, and reenact the 
life, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Western Christianity, each day of 
Holy Week has its own significance and particular celebrations. In general, the church is  
encouraged to follow the biblical stories corresponding to each day represented in Holy 
Week: beginning with Christ's entry into Jerusalem on a donkey, moving through the Last 
Supper and the Crucifixion, and leading us toward the Resurrection on Easter morning. The 
Holy Week story highlights the contrast between the excitement and celebration at the  

beginning of the week, the sadness and suffering throughout week, and the miraculous and 
joyous nature of its ending.  

Article from Pastor Greg of FUMC Santa Rosa, California 
http://www.fumcsantarosa.org/content/journey-through-holy-week 
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On July 14th, Henry Walter and Darcianne Leizer will be joining a volunteer in mission team of 9  
people going to Zimbabwe as a relationship building team. The team will be visiting Africa University, 
Fairfield Children's Homes orphanage,  Ishe Anesu school, as well as spending time at Mutambara 
Methodist Mission. 

Majority of the time will be at the Mutambara Methodist Mission, where the team will be doing light 
construction projects, painting rooms and working on sewing and cooking projects with the pregnant 
women who stay there for a month awaiting delivery of their babies. At Fairfield Orphanage and Ishe 
Anesu School the team will participate in activities with the children of the school and orphanage, 
with crafts, games and reading time.  

This mission trip is the church mission fund at work. Both Henry and Darcianne received money  
toward the trip from the mission fund that is supplied by the pumpkin sales each year. Thank you for 
your continued monetary support, prayers and time for mission trips. 
 
          

}+%* 1/ "+. X ,+0(1Z' P%**!. 0+ 3!(Z+)! :.U X*P B./U B!"+.n  

B%//%+*X.%!/ 2%/%0%*# BZ@+3*2%((! J*%0!P B!0$+P%/0 9$1.Z$U 

 
Dr. and Mrs. Mefor are going to be speaking at 
McKownville United Methodist Church on April 18th at 
7pm. Dr. and Mrs. Mefor are missionaries at  
Mutambara, Zimbabwe, Africa, which is where Henry 
Walter and Darcianne Leizer's mission team will be 
visiting in July. 
 
Dr. and Mrs. Mefor's are missionaries with the Board 
of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church 

and their home country is Nigeria, Africa. Dr.  
Emmanuel Ufonna Mefor, a medical doctor, while his wife, Florence Ogugua Mefor is a nurse  
mid-wife. 
 
Dr. Mefor, a native of Kano, Nigeria, Emmanuel earned his medical degree at the University of  
Maiduguri College of Medicine in Maiduguri, Borno State, Nigeria. In 1997 Dr. Mefor began his  
service with GBGM as a Person in Mission (PIM) through the Global Mission Partners program. He 
served as a general practitioner at Chicuque Hospital in Mozambique from 1995 to 2003, and from 
2003 until late 2006 he was with the UMC Rural Health Program in his home country. 
 
Mrs. Mefor is a native of Abatete, Nigeria. Florence became a registered midwife following studies at 
the School of Midwifery in Awgu, Nigeria. She earned her nursing degree from the School of Nursing 
in Jos and spent 14 years nursing at the Evangel Hospital in Jos, which is in Nigeriaôs Plateau State. 
Florence served at the Chicuque Hospital in Mozambique from 1999 to 2003, and in her home  
country with the UMC Rural Health Program from 2003 until late 2006. Before her commissioning as 
a GBGM missionary, she served at Chicuque as a person in mission(PIM) through the GBGMôs 
Global Mission Partners program. 
 
Dr. and Mrs. Mefor have three children, Chukwuebuka, Osita Jude, and Anulika. 
The potluck dinner will be at 6pm followed by Dr. and Mrs. Mefor speaking about their mission. The 
dinner will be in the back of the sanctuary, so there will be no kitchen available. This could be a 
chance for you to use your crock pot. Bring a dish to share. If you have any questions, contact  
Darcianne Leizer. 
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A United Methodist bishop contributes to several new episodes in a 
television series about notable individuals and events during the time 
of Jesus. 

Bishop Minerva G. Carca¶o, from the California-Nevada Annual  
Conference, provides expert commentary in the latest season of 
ñFinding Jesus: Faith, Fact, Forgeryò airing Sunday evenings at 9 p.m. 
ET/PT on CNN. 
 
In each show, scholars and clergy examine what the Bible tell us 
about the historical Jesus. The producers combine these discussions 
with footage of archaeological discoveries of potentially key artifacts 
and reenactments of notable events during this period. 
 
Archaeology and historical research work fascinate me,ò says Bishop 
Carca¶o. ñI am always open to learning more. It helps to strengthen 
my biblical scholarship, which helps me with my preaching and my 
teaching. The archaeological and historical work cause us to stop and 
reflect on Scripture in a different way.ò 
 
The second season of ñFinding Jesusò has attracted good viewership 

numbers, especially with adults age 18-34. Bishop Carca¶o believes that United Methodists can learn a 
great deal about Jesusô life from the historical research. 

In the March 19 episode, ñThe Boyhood Home of Jesus,ò she states ñThe series can make a difference 
in how we reflect upon Scripture. If in fact this is the boyhood home of Jesus, it would be amazing and 
wonderful to touch something that Jesus touched. We all have the human tendency to touch, to know 
more through our senses, but ultimately it is about faith. We need to have a balance between the  
human need for the tangible and our faith. In this balance, we can feel the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.ò 

é 

During the season of Lent, when we are taking more time to examine our conscience, read more 
Scripture, and practice acts of kindness and sacrifice, there is value in learning more about the life of 
Jesus. 
 
ñThis series and other archaeological and historical research are tremendous resources for finding  
Jesus anew,ò says Carca¶o. ñWe learn more about the day and age in which Jesus grew up, what  
human suffering he endured. Understanding how Jesus lived can help us know how we should live. It 
informs us how to be better disciples in this world.ò 
 
Carca¶o provides commentary in three episodes: "Raising Lazarus" (March 12), "The Childhood Home 
of Jesus" (March 19) and "The Tomb of King Herod" (March 26). Additional episodes in the second  
season are "The Pilate Stone" (March 5), "The Bones of St. Peter" (April 2), and "Doubting Thomas" 
(April 9). 

ñFinding Jesus: Faith, Fact, Forgeryò airs Sundays at 9 p.m. ET/PT on CNN. 

United Methodist bishop part of 
ñFinding Jesusò series on CNN 

By Christopher Fenoglio 
March 9, 2017 
for UMC.org  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-bishop-part-of-finding-jesus-series-on-cnn 

http://www.umc.org/bishops/minerva-g-carcano
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-lent-and-easter
http://www.cnn.com/shows/finding-jesus
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This picture shows WOMEN  
TOGETHER enjoying a Mardi 
Gras theme when they met in  
February. They first organized in 
July of 2014. There are eight  
women who meet monthly in  
memberôs homes. If you are an 
older woman and find yourself 
alone and in need of some  
company, you may wish to join us! 

Speak with Dorothy Ellinwood or 
Emma Herendeen for more  
information. 
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Capital  Region BOCES will be using our building April 24th through 26th.  

 

We are looking for volunteers to help welcome the group as well as answer any questions 
and manage the food table. 
 
Shifts are as follows: 

All three days -  

  7:00 amð10:00 am 

  10:00 amð1:00 pm 

  1:00 pmð4:00 pm 

 

Please email Kelly Visker for more information or to sign up for a shift. 

kvisker@knowledgebuilders.com 


