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McKownville  

C h u r c h   N e w s   

Articles for the  

January  

Newsletter are  

due by  

December 15th.                   

Spirit Filled, Mission Driven 

Dates to Remember (Not that you could forget!) 

December 24th -  
Two services, 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm 
December 25th - 
One service, 11:00 am 

 

Inside:  

https://www.facebook.com/RedDoorsChurch/              https://twitter.com/MckownvilleUMC 
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Time flies really fast. We are already in Advent season and 

I am writing my Pastorôs Message for this yearôs last Newslet-

ter. Last Sunday we lit the first candle of Advent and it is 

called ñhope.ò We live on hope. Advent means ñcoming,ò and 

we wait for Christ who is coming as hope as people a long 

time ago waited for the coming of Christ. We are not merely 

waiting; we are waiting and preparing ourselves.    

 

 A few weeks ago a prominent PBS News Program 

anchor died of cancer. It was sad to lose her. But I also was deeply touched by her life and faith.  

New York Times delivered a tribute on her life written by a columnist, who had been friends with 

her through their journalism careers for many years. In the tribute he described her as a woman 

of balanced character and strong Christian faith. He wrote that she had demonstrated strong and 

steady commitment to her faith in God. Let me quote a part of his tribute, ñA spirit as deep and 

ebullient as hers needed nourishment and care, and when it came out, it came out in her smile, 

which was totalistic and unrestrained.ò While reading this article, I thought that we need such an 

example of faith and life as hers, although we should admit no one can meet the standard of God. 

Over the last several months, questions and thoughts have come up to my mind through 

both observing and being a part of what was going in our society. One of many questions I raised 

to myself was, ñIs faith important for people? If it is important, how important it is for them? Or for 

me?ò On one occasion, in particular, my mind was almost uncontrollably boggled by the saying of 

a self-avowed Christian. He, a famous politician talking almost always about the significance of 

faith and God, said at a TV talk show that we should put aside our faith and character issues 

when we are in a really critical situation. And we instead consider only the ability factor in casting 

a vote.ò     

Living as a faithful Christian becomes harder and harder, not only because our society 

becomes more and more secularized, not because our wisdom to discern what is wrong and 

what is right, but because our own understanding of faith and God becomes fuzzier and more un-

convincing. There is no One God any longer. There is only the one god I like or the one god you 

like. It seems that the chasm between theological differences gets bigger and bigger and that the 

difference of interpreting and applying biblical value to life becomes more in conflict and irrecon-

cilable.  

Certainly our time is more complicated than Jesusô era and it is evident that there is no 

clear-cut Christian approach to socio-political matters.  But one thing has not been changed, I be-

lieve. No matter how much we are confused and befuddled by what we see in our society, we are 

called to follow Jesusô footsteps in every bit of life. 

 

  A new year is coming. Life is full of uncertainty and unpredictability. And fear 

crouches in the corner and seeks a time to unleash its relentless power on our minds. 

Here again my favorite words of our Lord for us, ñI will never leave you, or forsake 

you.ò And so, against all odds, in spite of all negativities in our way, we walk in stride 

with confidence and faith in God no matter what we see in the coming year. Living as 

Christians means living on Godôs promises. We are Christians, and nothing will take 

this honor and privilege of living as a Christian from us. May God bless you all!  

 

By Charlie Yang 
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Well, itôs here again.  The Christmas shopping season is in full gear. Weôll 
see more sales advertised than we can keep track of for the next few 
weeks, and the stores, malls and on-line shopping websites will be 
jammed.  Can we all find what weôre looking for?  �'�R���Z�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���L�W��
�L�V���Z�H�¶�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U�"�"   Maybe if we just keep walking the malls and looking 
on-line, weôll come upon that special gift for that special someone. 

Finding what weôre looking for can certainly be a challenge.  We can put a 
lot of pressure on ourselves, and quickly feel overwhelmed if we convince 
ourselves that this is our ñone chanceò for the year to find that special gift.  
We donôt want to drop the ball on this one!   

Perhaps the Christmas shopping season isnôt the only time of the year we 
feel at a loss of finding what weôre looking for.  Whether itôs looking for a 
gift, a new job, or perhaps building a relationship; there are those times 
when weôre just not sure where we should start looking, and not quite sure 
of what we expect to find!   

Fortunately, Christmas provides us with the answer for our Holiday search-
ing, and for any other time of the year as well. For all of us, the perfect an-
swer to the search of what weôre looking for was given to us on that first 
Christmas Day when Jesus entered our world.    

As the Christmas season clock ticks toward the last day of shopping, and 
as we put the final touches on our homes, meals and presents, letôs take a 
few minutes and reflect on Jesus.  �$�U�H���Z�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���Z�H�¶�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J��
�I�R�U�"�"����The answer is a resounding ñyesò, if we start with Him.   

What a wonderful feeling of peace we can all share when we reflect on the 
gift God gave us in His Son.  When we have Jesus in our hearts, weôll al-
ways have the perfect answer to the question, ñDid you find what you were 
looking for?ò  Because once we have found Him, we have found everything 
weôll ever need, for today, tomorrow, for Christmas and forever. 

 

Have a wonderful Holiday Season and God Bless you all, 

Dom Perfetti 


